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COMEDY FOR G-D
Nechama Golding interviews
Baruch Meir (Brett) Walkow

Thank you so much for
agreeing to this interview! What made you say
yes?
I love creating comedy
and I love Chabad, so when
a Chabad magazine wants to
talk about Chabad and comedy, how could I not say yes?
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Tell us a little about
yourself. Obviously
you are now the famous
Baruch Meir Walkow who
makes those famous
videos promoting JLI
(Jewish Learning Institute) of Skokie. But
how did you come to
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be doing this? Did you
take the courses first?
Do you take them now?
When my film company first
gained success in Los Angeles, I wanted to use that power
to create something for Jewish kids and adults at a time
of year when there is usually
only non-Jewish holiday activity everywhere. So I created a
short film musical called “The
Hanukkah Mensch.” It won
Best Film at the 2012 Los
Angeles Jewish Film Festival.
That gave me the inspiration
to make more Jewish content.
When I arrived in Chicago
two years ago, I wanted to
make another Jewish comedy.
Then I found Skokie Chabad…
found Rabbi Yochanan Posner… and we started making
funny creations together. Now
I take all the JLI courses. Rabbi
Yochanan Posner is an amazing teacher. He is incredibly
engaging and charismatic and
he brings the material to life.
[Editor’s Note: You can view
all of Baruch Meir’s videos for
Chabad of Skokie on the N’shei
Chabad Newsletter homepage.]
Can you tell us a little
about your childhood,
your family, and your
Jewish education growing up?
I was first discovered at the
age of five in a basket outside
a Chabad House, and grew up
in the back of a shul raised by
rabbis and… okay, maybe not! I
grew up in Los Angeles, in a
very loving family with a sister and a brother. I was raised
Reform. We would celebrate
the High Holidays and go to
Temple Emanuel Day Camp.
This was a profound influence on my life and years later,
I became the director of the
camp. Anyone who knows me

knows that besides loving making people laugh, I love kids
more than anything in this
world.
I always had Judaism in my
life in one way or another. But
it wasn’t until I found Chabad
that I truly found my connection to Hashem.
What is your professional background? How
has your education contributed to what you do
now? Oh and hey, what
DO you do now?
For college, I went to the
University of California, Irvine,
on a track scholarship to study
theater. And that led me to
The Neighborhood Playhouse,
a theater school in New York.
That was acting boot camp.
As a performer, you are your
instrument, and they teach
you to dive in and search every
inch of your heart and soul to
understand yourself, embrace
who you are, and use that in
performance.
After graduating from there
I became what I am today, an
entertainer. I say it that way
because people get confused
and ask, “What are you?” Well,
I’m a comedian. I’m an actor.
I’m a director, filmmaker, DJ,
and more. I just love to create.
And I like saying entertainer, it
makes me feel like I’m in the
roaring ’20s, performing in the
Catskills.
But really. What do
you do? Are you a professional comedian, or
a professional film
maker, or what?
Yes, to all of the above. I’ve
been doing film and touring
the world doing comedy for
most my life.
Do I understand that

you’ve lived in Texas?
Yes. Two years ago, I was living in Los Angeles with a very
successful career. I was on television, I was touring the world,
the works… but I was unhappy.
Why? I was surrounded by
people who were so consumed
with themselves, their looks,
and all the wrong materialistic things in this life, and it was
killing me. I had a family tragedy happen and a few weeks
later crashed my car and almost
died… that woke me up. And
I was suddenly at a crossroads.
I stopped, and decided to
make a change. I sold off half
of what I owned, gave the other
half to charity, and bought a
convertible and headed east. A
journey I can’t even describe.
Why Texas? Tiffany, one of
the kindest, sweetest, strongest
friends I’ve ever been blessed to
know, lives there. Tiffany said,
“Come visit me, and we’ll figure it all out.” And through
the friendship and caring I
received, I did.
I realized that I have several
friends who have been successful in show business despite
leaving Los Angeles which is
the epicenter of the film-making industry. Another friend,
Brian, is an amazing producer
who moved to Ohio and won
an Emmy… And I started to
realize that I can do what I
love to do anywhere I want,
but I want to be somewhere
surrounded by good people,
somewhere I can be happy
and make great things that I’m
proud of. Three months later…
Chabad… Chicago… home.
Do you make videos for
lots of different people, or strictly for
Chabad of Skokie?
I make all sorts of videos and
films. I created my company,

HappyTown films, to do just
that, create. So sometimes it’s
a commercial for a tech company, sometimes a promotional
comedy short film for Chabad,
or a documentary on a children’s school. I like to challenge
myself and create new things.
But obviously comedy is my
first love.
How do you get your
insanely creative and
funny ideas? For example, to start the
latest video (“A Day in
Life”) with a close-up
of the hole in your
sock was pure creative
genius. How did you
think of that?
I’m a little nuts, basically.
Just ask Rabbi Posner. I grew
up loving comedy, and I learned
from the great comedians. I just
like thinking up ridiculous
things. Or as my Mom says,
“Yooou’re straaange.”
For that sock shot, I’ve got to
give credit to the best director
of photography (cameraman)
I’ve ever been blessed to find,
Zarko Mladenovic. We met
making “The Science of Happiness” together, for Chabad of
Skokie. We’ve since made a few
JLI films together and are now
working on some Jewish comedy film ideas. Coming soon!
I heard that you had a
lot to do with a very
early morning learning program at Chabad
of Skokie. Can you tell
us about this?
I give the credit for that to
my first friend here in Skokie,
Aaron Miller. Like a lion, he
was so driven to bring together
all these men to learn in the
early morning. I fed off his passion. We inspired others. And
that led to a full room at 5:30
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in the morning.
And that inspired my first
film for Chabad, “Morning
Torah.” At the end of the film,
I walk outside and say, “When
I walk out that door, my day
always seems brighter.” I wrote
that line because it was honest. A
room full of men sharing, teaching, learning, all filling each other
up before their day, is grand. It’s

why two years later, I’m still there
most mornings. It’s the high that
kicks off my day.
What is your favorite
type of Torah learning?
Hmm, good question. I’d
have to say the discussions.
When you really dig into finding the meaning behind things
with friends. I used to see it

Rabbi Yochanan Posner on Baruch
Meir Walkow
As told to Nechama Golding
It’s easy for Baruch Meir to be funny. It’s
natural for him. And he’s good at creating videos in a unique and smart way. For
example, he started the video “A Day in
Life” with a close-up of a hole in a sock,
which gives the viewer some relevant
information: (a) this guy fell asleep in his
clothes, and (b) he wears socks with holes.
As we follow the story from there, we see
the guy not wanting to get out of bed, but
eventually finding the initiative to start
attending JLI courses.
The lesson from Baruch Meir Walkow is
not how to be funny or how to make videos, as most of us can’t copy him in that,
but that he took what G-d gave him, developed it, studied it, and poured all his
energy and focus into using those skills for
Hashem. The videos that he created to
market our JLI classes have been successful beyond what anyone expected, bringing
Jews who never had done so before and
weren’t seeking it now to come and study
Torah. The positive effect of regular study
of Torah is well known to readers of the
N’shei Chabad Newsletter.
JLI in particular is the perfect first step
for a secularized American Jew because it
uses a new structure, that of topics. Each
series centers on one topic, say, medical
ethics, or spirituality, and students delve
deeply into that for many hours, using all
sorts of media. This differs strongly from
our typical Torah class which, if you’ve
always learned this way, seems normal to
you: you learn something based on a text,

ignorantly as arguments. Now
I realize the joy is in really diving into Torah together with
your brothers.
What made you choose
the name Baruch Meir
for yourself?
It was interesting. I was told
to pick a Hebrew name. But
I had no idea what to pick. I

like a Shulchan Aruch class in which every
week you learn one more section based on
where you left off last week, or a parshah
class or a holiday class where you learn
things pertaining to whatever’s happening
in the calendar.
So Baruch Meir’s videos appealed to
many assimilated Jews and brought them
into the Chabad House to join JLI classes.
What could be better?
How did we find Baruch Meir?
He found us.
When he first moved to our area, he
decided to contact all the shuls in the
area seeking collaborators in his attempt
to make his next Jewish-themed film. We
were the only ones who returned his calls,
and not because we believed his suggestion made sense at the time. It sounded
totally far-fetched to us just like it did to
all the shuls he contacted. But because
we’re Chabad, we called back. Rabbi
Chaim Telsner returned Baruch Meir’s call,
and invited then-Brett to shul for kabbalas Shabbos. He came, and while there, a
member of our shul, Aaron Miller, invited
Brett home for the seudah. Brett went
home with him, and he came to shul again
Shabbos morning.
I was the gabbai that Shabbos, so I
wanted to give him an aliyah. He told me
his name was Brett ben Richard. Later, we
talked and I found out he had never had a
real bris, only the hospital variety, and never
received a Jewish name. We set about
remedying that, with a real bris right down
to the celebratory bagels and lox breakfast,
to which some of his friends who have his
sense of humor brought a chain saw. Brett
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felt it should be picked for me
by my family. But I was told
the opposite, that I should
pick it. So I found a third way,
and when I would learn in the
mornings and have Shabbos
meals, I would discuss ideas for
names with my friends.
One Shabbos morning,
after the kiddush, I was sitting at a table with four new

chose the name Baruch Meir, because
he likes to radiate goodness, happiness,
and blessing to people, and was now a full
Jew, entered into the covenant of Avraham Avinu. He began learning regularly
with Levi Klein as a chavrusa; they began by
studying the book Towards a More Meaningful Life, by Rabbi Simon Jacobson.
When he started to attend the 5:30 a.m.
study session for men, he didn’t just attend,
he made a video about it too. He not only
conceived of the idea, he created it completely on his own. You probably don’t
realize what this means. He wrote it, filmed
it, and acted in it. How does one film and act
at the same time? You have to be Baruch
Meir Walkow to do that and do it well. It
requires contraptions and know-how.
Visit the nsheichabadnewsletter.com
website to see the video “Morning Torah”
that brought many Jews to learn for a while
before rushing to the daily grind.
About a year ago, Baruch Meir was hired
as a comedian to travel and perform for
U.S. soldiers on active duty in places like
Kuwait and Iraq. He was going to be there
over Sukkos, so we gave him a gift of a lulav
and esrog which he took with him. He used
it and Jewish soldiers used it too. When he
left to return home after Sukkos, he gave
pieces of the lulav and esrog to his friends
who remained on active duty, to remember
him by. We also gave Baruch Meir a set of
tefillin which he uses regularly. It’s no exaggeration to say that Baruch Meir is excited
about Yiddishkeit and his videos reflect
that very enthusiasm and infect the viewer
too. So it’s win-win. We returned the call.
We got the guy!•
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Above: BMW with Rabbi Yochanan Posner. Above
Right: Mrs. Zeesy Posner with BMW. Below: BMW,
Rabbi Yochanan, BMW.

men in my life, Rabbi Yosef
Posner, Rabbi Yochanan Posner, Rabbi Sholem Ber Raices
and Rabbi Chaim Telsner.
The night before at a Shabbos dinner table, a name had
popped up that felt right.
And as I said “Baruch Meir,”

I looked around and all four
rabbis smiled and nodded
their heads. It was a wonderful moment that just felt right.
What’s it like to work
with Rabbi Yochanan and
his mother, Mrs. Zeesy

Posner?
Rabbi Yochanan Posner is
one of the greatest men I’ve
ever been blessed to have in my
life. He wakes up and saves the
world daily in my eyes. I strive
to be the man he is. And I get
to run around and be silly with
this man!
The creative process is pretty
awesome. We start by learning about the subject, then we
brainstorm and find a new way
to bring it to life. It’s so much
fun. We laugh a lot.
As for Mrs. Zeesy Posner,
what a wonderful surprise
she was. Two films ago (“The
Jewish Course of Why”), I
gave her a part to be a mom
on a telephone, and she was
hysterical! She’s a really good
natural actress, very quick
and funny. Talent obviously
runs in the Posner family.
Mrs. Zeesy Posner then went
on to co-star in our next film,
“A Day in Life.”
If you had to choose
your very best Chabad
of Skokie video so far,
which one would you
choose? Why?
I would have to say my
favorite is “The Science of
Happiness.” It was a labor of
love. It was the first film I made
with Chabad of Skokie for JLI,
the first time the rabbi and I
got silly together. And we loved
making it. We were laughing
on set the whole time, with a
wonderful crew of friends from
Chabad of Skokie helping us

till all hours. I had never made
a film like this.
It was a very silly comedy,
intended to reach local Jewish
people and get them to come
to the Skokie JLI course about
happiness. And then suddenly
it went viral, reaching people
all across the country. I got calls
and emails from everywhere,
from a rabbi in South Africa
to a mom in Las Vegas, on how
people had connected to the
video and were going to their
local JLI course because of that.
That makes me very happy.
What are your dreams
and plans for the
future of Chabad of
Skokie, and of Baruch
Meir Walkow?
For Chabad, I honestly
would just love to keep doing
what we’re doing, finding new,
fun, creative ways to spread the
love of Judaism and Torah. And
for me, if I could keep making
more and bigger Jewish comedies for the rest of my life, I’d
be a happy man.
What are your views
on G-d, Torah, Judaism, Chabad, Moshiach,
Trump, Obama, and anything else of interest
to the average reader?
The Torah is a blueprint to
life. I wish more people in this
world could see that. Love
G-d. Love your fellow man. Do
good in this life. Be happy. It’s
simple. But we live in a pretty
wacky time, and lots of people
are too caught up in materialism and concerned with their
image. There are false idols
all around. As far as the elections, well, let’s just say I hope
Moshiach hurries up and gets
here before everything goes
down the tubes.•

